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At the April 4, 2016 Safe and Supportive Schools meeting, committee chairs Tracy Pustover 
and Chris Shattuck led group discussions around two collaborative tasks.  The first was a 
brainstorming activity where groups generated suggestions for consideration as we move 
forward to continue to address bullying and at-risk students across all of our schools.  The 
second task involved a review and rewrite of the bullying policy.  
 
 

Anti-bullying Measures 
 
As the groups compiled a comprehensive list of potential ideas, they also considered how 
these ideas might inform and support the committee’s  work. The following ideas reflect 
immediate action items: 
 

Box Out Bullying 
During middle school advisor period on April 5, 2016, our students were introduced to an 
anonymous reporting system for acts of bullying.  Four white boxes, constructed by Mr. 
Mayo, have been installed in key areas of the school.  Students are encouraged to drop a 
note in one of the boxes if they wish to report a bullying situation while remaining 
anonymous.  The teachers have explained, however, that the more details provided, the 
easier it will be for administration and counselors to follow up. 
Students in one homeroom class asked if this same system could be used to recognize peers 
who have done nice things for others.  This idea was well received and we will be 
encouraging students to use these boxes for positive recognition as well as reporting unkind 
acts.  
 

#BeTheChange MS/HS Campaign 
Students and teachers, grades 6-12, will be asked to sign a pledge, which is being developed 
by the committee to help stop bullying and encourage acts of kindness.  Once the pledge is 
signed, they will receive a double sided bracelet.  Everyone who wears a bracelet will start 
the day with the gray side that is imprinted with the phrase, #BeTheChange.  When the 
teacher or student does something kind for someone, they will turn the bracelet over to the 
red side that says, #KeepItGoing.  This will serve as a reminder to everyone to keep the acts 
of random kindness going throughout the day.  It can also be used by teachers and staff to 
recognize students and other teachers/staff for their kind and compassionate acts. 
 
 



Assembly 

The committee is working on bringing a positive message assembly to the middle school in 
the coming months prior to the end of the school year. 
 
 

Anti-Bullying Program Review 

In preparation for the next meeting, which will be held in May, the committee will 
continue to review the current anti-bullying programs that are in place as well as review 
new programs for consideration 
 
 

Bullying Policy 
 
The second committee task involved development and composition of the revised bullying 
policy (first draft).  Following a review by the administrative team, it will then be submitted 
to the West Allegheny School District solicitor Mr. Andrews for his input.  After the legal 
review of the first draft, it will be shared with the Safe and Supportive Schools committee 
for a final read.   
 

 

 

 

 

 


